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of Yuddhamalla II, Badapa and Tala, did not give up their designs to occupy Vengi. With the
support of the Rashtrakuta ruler, Krishna III, they attacked Vengi. They managed to win the
officers and feudatories of Vengi, such as Nripakama, the ruler of Kolanu and Pandaranga II,
to their side. So, the king had to flee to Kalinga. Badapa ascended the Vengi throne and
ruled for a short period (950-55). He was succeeded by Tala II. Meanwhile, Amma II came
to terms with the erstwhile dissidents of the empire and re-established himself in Vengi.
Unhappy over Amma II resecuring Vengi, Krishna III instigated and encouraged the former's
brother Danarnava against him. He sent his armies to occupy Vengi. As a result, Amma
had again to seek refuge in Kalinga. Later, he invaded Vengi, but was killed in a fight with
Danarnava.
Danarnava ruled for three years, between 970 and 973. His rule came to an end as
a result of an attack by Jatachoda Bhima, a valiant Telugu-Chola chief. Jatachoda Bhima
intervened in the affairs of Vengi as his sister was the wife of Amma II and as the Andhra
kingdom legitimately belonged to his sister. He killed Danarnava, and occupied Vengi. But his
rule over Vengi for 27 years was usually ignored in the Chalukyan inscriptions which describe
it as a period without a leader and as one of anarchy.
Danarnava's sons, Saktivarma and Vimaladitya, left for Kalinga soon after their father's
death. After Kalinga too was conquered by Jatachoda Bhima by about 981, they sought
refuge in the court of Rajaraja I, the Chola emperor, who gave them shelter and made efforts
to restore Vengi to Saktivarma. He sent Saktivarma to Vengi with a large army against
Jatachoda Bhima. Jatachoda Bhima lost his life in the battle and Saktivarma ascended the
throne at Vengi in 1000. Rajaraja gave his daughter, Kundawa, in marriage to Vimaladitya,
Saktivarma's brother, and thus cemented the relationship between the two families. From then
onwards, upto 1076, the rulers of Vengi were dependent on the Cholas of Tamil region for
their security, but were independent in their own internal policies.
The Chola interest in Vengi alarmed the Western Chalukyas of Kalyani, who rose to power
in 973- Hence they tried to fight the Chola influence in Vengi. A Western Chalukyan army
under Bayal Nambi seized the forts of Dharanikota and Yanamadala and occupied Chebrolu.
Meanwhile, Cholas attacked the Western Chalukya territory and, as a consequence, Bayal
Nambi was compelled to retreat to his home territory. Vengi was thus freed from the Western
Chalukya invasion. Saktivarma I was succeeded to the Vengi throne by his brother Vimaladitya.
He ruled from 1011 to 1018. He had two sons - Rajaraja, born of Kundawa of the Chola
family, and Vijayaditya, born of Melama of the Telugu-Choda family.
After the death of Vimaladitya in 1018, his two sons fought for the throne. Of the
two, Rajaraja, nominated heir-apparent, proclaimed himself the ruler immediately, though his
coronation, according to his own inscriptions, took place only in 1022. The delay in the
coronation was due to the machinations of his half-brother, Vijayaditya, who secured the
help of the Western Chalukya ruler, Jayasimha II, Rajaraja had to flee and seek the help of